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1. WE IN PARIS ARE NOT WELL INPORMED EITHER ON THE 
BACKGROUND OF THE UK-SEYCHELLES AGREEMENT OR ON THE 
REASONS POR PRENCH REQUESTS POR TRANSIT PRIVILEGES POR 
MILITARY AIRCRAPT. IN THE ABSENCE OP ANY INDICATION 
THAT CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN IN THE DEPARTMENT 
TO THE CONNECTION BETWEEN PRENCH EFPORTS IN DJIBOUTI 
AND THEIR REQUESTS POR SEYCHELLES TRANSIT PRIVILEGES, 
HOWEVER, WE WISH TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE 
POSITION OUTLINED IN REP A IS ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH 
OUR INTERESTS IN THE REGION. 

2. AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, THE US WISHES TO HAVE PRANCE 
CONTINUE TO TAKE THE LEAD IN TRYING TO PIND A SOLUTION 
TO THE KNOTTY PROBLEM OP ASSURING STABILITY IN THE 
HORN POLLOWING THE PTAI'S ACCESSION TO INDEPENDENCE. 

WE WONDER WHETHER THE NEGATIVE STANCE WE ARE TAKING ON 
PRENCH TRANSIT PRIVILEGES IN THE SEYCHELLES MAY NOT BE 
CONTRARY TO OUR POLICY OP KEEPING THE PRENCH OUT IN 
PRONT ON DJIBOUTI, A POLICY WHICH INCLUDES MAINTAINING 
PRENCH PORCES IN THE AREA. WHILE RECOGNIZING THAT 
ACCEPTING THE PRENCH REQUESTS MIGHT OPEN THE DOOR POR 
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LESS DESIRABLE MILITARY USAGE, WE WISH TO PLAG THE 
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DJIBOUTI CONNECTION AS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN 
DETERMINING OUR FINAL POSITION ON THE MATTER. 
RUSH 
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